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Summary of Dissertation  
This study investigated the contribution of selected supervisory skills in enhancing the completion of 

postgraduate students’ research processes in universities in the Northern Zone in Tanzania. The study was 

guided by six research questions and employed Katz’s theory, which was developed by Robert Katz in 

1955.  The study employed a convergent design under a mixed-methods research approach. The study's 

target population to make a total of 1454. Proportionate stratified and simple random sampling 

techniques were used to sample a total of 214 respondents. Questionnaires, interview guides and a 

document analysis schedule were used to collect data. The validity of research instruments was 

determined by using three research experts in education who supervise postgraduate students from 

MWECAU. The reliability of questionnaire instruments was determined using the Cronbach Alpha method 

(r = 0.936 for postgraduate students’ questionnaires and r = 0.933 for supervisors’ questionnaires). The 

reliability of qualitative research instruments was determined through peer debriefing. Descriptive and 

inferential statistics were used to analyse quantitative data, while qualitative data were transcribed, 

coded, and put into themes and, narrations. Hypotheses were tested by using one-way ANOVA at 0.05 

level of significance.  
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